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7.  Peer Review and Managing Research 
Standards

~ Mahendra Prakash

Abstract

Research is an important aspect that could lead the society, 
economy and politics to a greater extent in logical and 
advanced manner. Good research helps to improve the existing 
ideas towards the better objectives of a country. Research 
output in the form of information is kept and used in future as 
well. This research information could be published in a book or 
as an article in journals. A worthy quality research based 
output often peer reviewed for its perfection, credibility and 
standards. The peer review significantly focuses on diverse 
views that emerged after research analysis, and this technique 
removes peculiar prejudices. The peer review procedure ends 
the substandard and poor analysis prior to scholarly work 
getting published in a book or in journals. Furthermore, the 
reviewers or faultfinders are normally professionals in the 
associated field where research work was carried out, and they 
are well accustomed with the newest advances. This research 
procedure not only provides better input in the research 
outcome, although helps to maintain the ethics in the research, 
which is useful for applicable and consistent conceptualization 
through measurement of variables. The main advantage of 
managing the research standards is to broaden the ideas, 
logical thinking and conceptualization as well. 

Keywords: Social Science, Science, Peer Review, Journals, 
Research, Publication, Plagiarism, Professional Assessment 

Introduction

Peer review has been defined as a process of recognition of an 
author's scholarly work, research or ideas to the scrutiny of 



others who are experts in the same field. It purposes to 
encourage authors to meet the accepted high standards of their 
discipline and to control the dissemination of research data to 
ensure that unwarranted claims, unacceptable interpretations 
or personal views are not published without prior expert 
review. Within the scientific and social science community, the 
peer review has become an essential component of the 
academic writing process. It helps ensure that papers published 
in scientific journals answer meaningful research questions 
and draw accurate conclusions based on professionally 
executed experimentation. Submission of low quality 
manuscripts has become increasingly prevalent, and peer 
review acts as a filter to prevent this work from reaching the 
scientific community. 

The major advantage of a peer review process is that peer-
reviewed articles provide a trusted form of scientific 
communication. Since scientific knowledge is cumulative and 
builds on itself, this trust is particularly important. Despite the 
positive impacts of peer review, critics argue that the peer 
review process stifles innovation in experimentation, and acts 
as a poor screen against plagiarism. Despite its drawbacks, 
there has not yet been a foolproof system developed to take the 
place of peer review. However, researchers have been looking 
into electronic means of improving the peer review process. 
Inopportunely, the recent explosion in online only/electronic 
journals has led to mass publication of a large number of 
scientific articles with little or no peer review. This poses 
significant risk to advances in scientific and social science 
knowledge and its future potential. 

There are various advantages and disadvantages of peer review. 
The advantages are: it establishes the rationality of research 
based upon the expert knowledge of other researchers in the 
discipline, therefore preventing falsified work from being 
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